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After that, they anticipate adding to the reef every spring through 2008.

For theinitial phase, reef ballswill be arranged in five patterns 10 to 18 feet
wide. Officials with MacDill and the state Department of Environmental
Protection will monitor the reef to determine which arrangements work best.

The MacDill reef will be the third built in South Tampain ayear.

In March, more than 80 volunteers planted 125 reef balls off the southern
end of the Bayshore Boulevard balustrade. In April and May, volunteers
stacked several tons of oyster shell in the waters off the east end of the
Friendship Trail Bridge.

Y et another reef, this one at Ballast Point Park, has been postponed until next
year so the city can remove concrete rubble along the shore.

- Ron Matus can be reached at 226-3405 or matus@sptimes.com
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program manager. With areef in place, the base might try replanting to 4
further stabilize the area. 3
MacDill officials still need afinal okay from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Corps officials say that should come in aweek or two. p
The Air Force and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service plan to split the cost of
the reef. Find |
i
MacDill officials say they won't build the reef until next spring, when oysters w".f
colonize, attracting fish and birds. CIRCU
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