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Reef balls to protect
marine life in Qatar

by MGHAMMED IABAL Tlus Peninsula

E Gatar  Seientific Club
has ramm mgmﬁ;‘ﬂ 1o

qips

The pl'ﬂjl!{:t Tag bean under-
taken by the marine section of
et club s part of its effons 1o
protect: the marine life in
Qatar, Mohammad Al Jaidah,
fznd of the seotion, said yes-

ferday.
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great threat

Giulf has caused a great
lifiz, Natural coral
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reefs, an essential for the sus-
taunm- ufmm bio-sys-
tem, have been badly damaged
g o the aomd pc-lluuun are-
atied by fupping,” Mohammad

- said. “The inerease in the con-

sum I3m: ofrs
np b[}i% a nnmg
fion tl!'commercla]md fighlrm

has drastically reduced the fish
resources in Chatari waters
This, added with the. loss of
natiral ‘reefs, moycamse e
extinction of several species of
fish in the near futisre,
“Agtificial resfs ane useful

five: e acdided,
Reef balls ‘are effective in

building  arfificial  reefs,

Mohammad said. They: are
made by pouring concrebs into
a fibreglass” movid, chemical
additives are nsed to give the
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reef bails ]
maia; wl%:lsh ke smla‘hla: for

strength and to

i ard said.

Pfﬁ.‘t raef ball wis made
at 1.t|l3 maning sechon- of the
clab & fortnight ago, with the
assistance of experts. from
Crcidental Petrobeum in Cogar,

Twa TS experts,  Todd
Barber, - président  of  the
Georgia-based Resf  Ball
Deyelopment  Giroup,  and
Ianms Diesglas Strick, o train-

i the Girowp, conducted
q-tminjng = for club
members o mstruct them: on
the making of reef balls. The
Eablfghh mould to innlw_:cef

5. was - supplied
Oceidental, E i

Reaf: balls are of various
sizes and weighs, ranging from
200 kg too two tonnes. The
eapacted life span ofthese reed
balls i3 5K years. -

The ¢lub is planming 1o make
reefl balls on a bnrge: scale with
the assistance of the Mindstry
of  Municipal Affaire  and
Agniculture andsponsoring
COnpanies in Qatar,
Mohammad said.

“Im this project, we zre clages
¥  co-operating  with the
Depariment of Environment at
the BMinistry of  Municipal
Affairs. . and  Apriculture”
Mohammad said

“We have sclected certain
arcas in the sea off Doha,
Mlesaterd (Unmin Saud) and the
north of Qlatar, for haildinge
artificial reefs. Building and
Tepairing the reefs s & cantin-
gz and Innguienn Panject,
After a vl i8 buill in o certain
arca, it will take ot least two
viears fo establish a marine bio-
swstem arcand 15" he added.
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